
 
 

What is a Port of Entry?  
When you arrive in Canada, you will arrive at a Port of Entry. A Port of Entry (POE) is a place which is selected 
as an entry point into Canada by the Government of Canada. Usually the Port of Entry that you come through 
will be the first airport or land crossing that you stop at in Canada. For example, if your last stop is Winnipeg 
but you first arrive in Vancouver, your Port of Entry is Vancouver International Airport. At a Port of Entry, 
ev���Œ�Ç�� �‰���Œ�•�}�v�� �]�•�� �•�µ���i�����š�� �š�}�� �Z���Æ���u�]�v���š�]�}�v,�[�� �Á�Z�]���Z�� �u�����v�•�� �š�Z���š�� �Ç�}�µ��will be asked to present identification 
documents, and may be asked to answer questions and provide personal information to determine whether 
you are allowed to enter Canada. The examination will usually be done by a Border Services Officer (BSO) who 
�]�•�����v�����u�‰�o�}�Ç�������}�(���š�Z�����'�}�À���Œ�v�u���v�š���}�(�������v�������[�•�������v�����������}�Œ�����Œ���^���Œ�À�]�����•�����P���v���Ç�X��Likely, you will also receive a 
stamp in your passport. If you do not receive a stamp in your passport, you may ask the BSO to put a stamp in 
your passport before your leave the POE. 
 
Prepare to enter Canada 
You can prepare for your arrival in Canada by making sure that you: 

�x obtain all of the recommended supporting documents and carry them with you when travelling: 

��  Valid Passport; 

��  Letter of Introduction from the Visa Office that you received when your Study Permit was 
approved OR Study Permit (if required); 

��  Valid Temporary Resident Visa (if required); 

��  Valid Electronic Travel Authorization (if required); 

��  Proof that you have enough money to support yourself during your stay in Canada; 

��  Proof of tuition deposit (if that was a requirement to obtain your study permit approval); 

��  Proof of Acceptance or Enrolment; and 

��  Any other documents recommended by the Visa Office or by an IIRSS immigration advisor. 

�x compile a list of the personal items that you are bringing with you and an estimate of their value 
(provide 2 copies);  

�x read the Canada Border Services ���P���v���Ç�[�• (CBSA) information for visitors to Canada: http://www.cbsa-
asfc.gc.ca/travel-voyage/ivc-rnc-eng.html;  

�x have an outgoing flight booked to Winnipeg (i.e: it is not recommended to arrive at the POE without a 
flight booked to go to Winnipeg, even if you plan to stay in another Canadian city to visit for a short 
period of time before you start your studies); and 

�x prepare to answer questions about your plans and intentions in Canada.  
 
Am I guaranteed entry into Canada? 
As an international student, you are not guaranteed entry into Canada, regardless of whether you are a new 
or returning student. Your eligibility to enter Canada is assessed by a Border Services Officer each time that 
you attempt to enter Canada. To be eligible to enter Canada you must demonstrate that you have the 
required immigration documents for entry, are in good health, have enough funds to support yourself while in 
Canada, will leave Canada voluntarily by the end of the period authorized for your stay (i.e.: Expiry date  of 
Study Permit, Visitor Record or Visitor Stamp), and are not inadmissible.1 The Border Services Officer will also 
assess if you are a genuine student who meets the requirements to pursue studies in Canada. To assess your 
intentions in Canada, the BSO may ask about your intended studies, previous studies, and ask to see your 
Letter of Acceptance and/or Enrolment.  
 
 


